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Fig. 1 Circulating levels of testosterone in the human fetus and neo-
nate. Males (blue line) have been shown to have higher levels of
testosterone than females (red dashed line), particularly from about
week 8 to 24 of gestation and week 2 to 26 of postnatal life. (Figure
adapted from Hines [71]. Brain gender. New York, NY: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, Inc.)
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INVITED REVIEW

Prenatal and@tnatal hormone effch)

Bonnie Auyeung « Michael V. Lombardo -
Simon Baron-Cohen

on the human brain and cognition

Table 1 Cambridge Child Development Project results

Characteristic Measure Child age Sex difference FT sig. predictor
Eye contact Frequency 12 months Yes (F = M) Yes
Vocabulary size Communicative Development Inventory 18-24 months Yes (F > M) Yes
Mental and affective language Intentional Propositions 4 years Yes (F = M) Yes
Restricted interests Children’s Communication Checklist 4 years Yes (F < M) Yes
Social relationships Children’s Communication Checklist 4 years Yes (F > M) Yes
Gender-typical play Pre-School Activities Inventory 6-9 years Yes (F < M) Yes
Gender-role behavior Bem Sex Role Inventory Femininity Total 6-9 years Yes (F = M) =
Bem Sex Role Inventory Masculinity Total Yes (F < M) Yes
Mind Reading Reading the Mind in the Eyes 6-9 years No Yes
Empathy Empathy Quotient 6-9 years Yes (F > M) No
Systemizing Systemizing Quotient 6-9 years Yes (F < M) Yes
Autistic traits Q-CHAT 18-24 months Yes (F < M) Yes
Autistic traits AQ-Child 6-10 years Yes (F < M) Yes
Autistic traits CAST 6-10 years Yes (F < M) Yes

* A regression analysis was not conducted
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La donna FISIOLOGICAMENTE e capace di accogliere il figlio, fin dal suo
concepimento, con il grembo, il seno, il suo sistema di attaccamento che
offre particolare tenerezza e dispone a prendersene cura.

Psicologicamente la donmamediamente piu portata

- ferbp@tia e allacomunicazioneverbale, alla memoria verbale ed
episodica, quindi aepparti interpersonali(che da piccola significa interesse
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Influences of menstrual cycle position and sex hormone levels
on spontaneous intrusive recollections following emotional
stimuli
Nikole K. Ferree, Ph.D., Rujvi Kamat, B.S., and Larry Cahill, Ph.D.
Center for the Neurobiology of Learning and Memory; Department of Neurobiology and Behavior;
University of California, Irvine; Irvine, California
Abstract

Spontaneous intrusive recollections (SIRs) are known to follow emotional events in clinical and
nonclinical populations. Previous work in our lab has found that women report more SIRs than
men after exposure to emotional films, and that this effect is driven entirely by women in the luteal
phase of the menstrual cycle. To replicate and extend this finding, participants viewed emotional
films, provided saliva samples for sex hormone concentration analysis, and estimated SIR
frequency following film viewing. Women in the luteal phase reported significantly more SIRs
than did women in the follicular phase, and SIR frequency significantly correlated with salivary
progesterone levels. The results are consistent with an emerging pattern in the literature suggesting
that menstrual cycle position of female participants can potently influence findings in numerous
cognitive domains. The potential implications of these results for disorders characterized by
intrusions, such as post-traumatic stress disorder, are also discussed.
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and Larry Cahill
Learn. Mem. 2009 16: 248-266
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Sex influences on the neurobiology of learning and memory

Anche nelipensare una storia con forti connotati emotivi
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